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THE TEXTS  

Micah 6:8  

And what does the LORD require of you?  

to do justly, to love mercy  

and to walk humbly with your God.  

 

Numbers 27:1-11  

 

The Daughters of Zelophehad 

27 Then the daughters of Zelophehad came forward. Zelophehad was son of Hepher son of 

Gilead son of Machir son of Manasseh son of Joseph, a member of the Manassite clans. The 

names of his daughters were: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 They stood before 

Moses, Eleazar the priest, the leaders, and all the congregation, at the entrance of the tent of 

meeting, and they said, 3 “Our father died in the wilderness; he was not among the company of 

those who gathered themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah, but died 

for his own sin; and he had no sons. 4 Why should the name of our father be taken away from his 

clan because he had no son? Give to us a possession among our father’s brothers.” 

 
5 Moses brought their case before the LORD. 6 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 7 The 

daughters of Zelophehad are right in what they are saying; you shall indeed let them possess an 

inheritance among their father’s brothers and pass the inheritance of their father on to 

them.8 You shall also say to the Israelites, “If a man dies, and has no son, then you shall pass his 

inheritance on to his daughter. 9 If he has no daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his 

brothers. 10 If he has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his father’s brothers.11 And 

if his father has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to the nearest kinsman of his clan, 

and he shall possess it. It shall be for the Israelites a statute and ordinance, as 

the LORD commanded Moses.” 1 

WALK HUMBLY: THE DAUGHTERS OF ZELOPHEHAD 

Have you ever noticed that the humblest people in life are also often the most courageous? 

Though Micah 6:8 has always held a special underline scribble in my Bible, it has always troubled 

me deeply. It has troubled me, not because I question its importance, but because I question 

the very line I was invited to consider for this study series, “Walk humbly.”  

According to definition, to be humble is to have or show a modest or low estimate of one’s own 

importance; or to be of low social, administrative or political rank; to be meek, deferential, 

submissive, undistinguished, modest or underprivileged.   

                                                           
1 According to Dr. Brenda Bacon’s interpretation of the Rabbinical texts in her work (cited later), each of the five 

daughters is thought to have made one petition. For example, daughter one, “Our father died in the wilderness,”; 

Daughter two, “He was not among Korah’s faction,”; Daughter three, “But died for his own sin,” etc.  



I think this verse has always troubled me, because I see that some of the “humblest” people in 

life are also the most courageous.  

It makes me think of Angel. Angel is a child we met in Indonesia at the HKBP Lutheran Church’s 

clinic and HIV and AIDS program, a program supported by our gifts to ELCA World Hunger. 

Angel was 6 years old when we saw her. Both her parents had died in the care of the clinic and 

when they passed, Angel was also tested and found to be living positively with HIV.  

When we met her, Angel had many marks against her – namely being a child without parents 

and family to care for her and being a child now living with HIV. By all accounts, a child in a very 

humble position. In fact, on the day we visited, Angel was so meek, I did not officially meet her 

because she feared I was there to take her away.  

But where the world might see a humble, helpless child suffering from a chronic and often 

deadly disease, those caring for Angel told us a very different story.  

Sister Nurhayati, or Nur for short, is a Deaconess of the HKBP and Executive for the HIV and AIDS 

program. Sister Nur told us about a beautiful and wonderfully made child of God named Angel. 

A child who has every possibility to live a healthy, full life as long as she has access to good 

nutrition and life-saving medication. A child who they care for in weekly rotations, because, as 

Sister Nur quoted her heroine, Mother Theresa, “Never worry about numbers, help one person at 

a time, and always start with the person nearest you. Now Angel is our little girl.”  

Sister Nur’s main work is not in care for children, but is focused on stigma reduction in families 

and communities. She goes out and advocates with and for those living with HIV and AIDS. She 

helps raise awareness about causes, treatments and how to live and care for those in our midst 

who might be living positively.  

Angel, Sister Nur, Mother Theresa – all humble women with the courage to serve, to walk 

alongside, to love without condition and to raise their voices and actions in support of the 

neighbor.  

Micah 6:8 is perhaps one of the best economy of words set down by the prophets – not as a 

laundry list of things the people must do to earn salvation, but as a reminder that there are some 

requirements and ways of being in relationship with God and with community.  

Enter then here a second story – the story of the Daughters of Zelophehad. In this story, we meet 

five women – five named women.2 These are “women of the wilderness generation” living in the 

time of Exodus, the 40 years with Moses in the desert.3 By one Jewish scholar’s account, these 

wilderness women can be found “repairing the breaches committed by men of their time.”4 

They can be found making stands of humble courage – from small acts such as refusing to give 

their golden earrings to create the Golden Calf, to this story of the Daughters of Zelophehad.  

Upon their father’s death, Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah make their way to address 

the decision-makers and leaders of their time to ask for the right to their father’s possessions.  

                                                           
2 By my rough Google search (very scientific!), there are a little over 300 women named in the Bible. Five of these women 

are named in this one passage alone – squished into the book of Numbers in the midst of the naming of the clans. These 

women were important, important enough to be named.  
3 Dr. Tamar Kadari. “Daughters of Zelophehad: Midrash and Aggadah.” Jewish Women’s Archive, Encyclopedia. 

<http://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/daughters-of-zelophehad-midrash-and-aggadah>. 
4 Ibid. 

http://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/daughters-of-zelophehad-midrash-and-aggadah


These are women without parents or at least without a father to care for them, near the bottom 

of the social structure in their society by virtue of their sex – women of a humble, low rank. But in 

that moment where they are most vulnerable, they muster the most courage and show their 

entire community the meaning of right relationship and trust in God.  

The Daughters of Zelophehad are admired in Jewish sacred texts for their wise, diplomatic and 

upright nature. 5 They are lifted up as women of great faith in the mercy of God. They 

recognized that those in power in their community were not acting according to the God they 

knew – a God they read about in Psalm 145:9, “The LORD is good to all, and the LORD’s 

compassion is over all that God has made.”6  

These women came together with humble, attentive courage to advocate for their rights and to 

profess their faith in a merciful God whose compassion is over all. And because of it, the laws of 

inheritance were changed forever.  

Just as I am troubled by the paradox presented in the “walk humbly” verse, this Bible story has 

troubled me, too. It troubles me, because even though the law around inheritance was set 

down by God through Moses, sin and brokenness still persist.  

I was born in 1980s South Korea where my birthfather, a tenant rice farmer with a second grade 

education, need a boy to pass on his land. But as the fifth girl to the family, I was placed for 

adoption. I often have wondered, two things that make it hard for me to view this story 

objectively: First, what are the names of my other four sisters? And second, what if we had 

advocated together for the rights to that land? 

But just as the sin of patriarchy, racism and economic inequality persist, we know and believe in 

the promise and presence of a merciful God. We know a God that chose to walk humbly with us 

in human form; a God that became flesh and walked among our broken lot — or as the 

Message translation of John 1:14 reads, “The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into 

the neighborhood.” 

Every day as people of faith, we believe in something that others consider impossible. We 

believe in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We believe in a God of abundance 

that has set us free to turn outward toward our neighbors in love, emboldened by the grace that 

has first been given to us.  

Therefore, as broken and humbled people of God, we also can and must have the courage to 

profess and persist that an end to injustice, poverty and hunger is possible. Sin and death have 

already been defeated. If we don’t say that – no one else will; and the world and our neighbors 

around us need to hear us say it and see it in our actions.  

Do justice. Love kindness. And walk humbly. Be of good courage, sinful, humble people of God. 

We have been freed by the Cross, united in Baptism and enlivened by the Holy Spirit for such a 

time as this and task as ending hunger. Thanks be to God.  

                                                           
5 Ibid. 
6 Dr. Brenda Bacon. “The Daughters of Zelophehad and the Struggle for Justice for Women.” 2003. The Schechter 

Institutes. <http://www.schechter.edu/facultyForum.aspx?ID=61>. 

http://www.schechter.edu/facultyForum.aspx?ID=61


WALK HUMBLY: QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 What do humbleness and courage look like and mean to you? Who in your life has 

modeled these two attributes most and what have you learned from them? 

 Have you ever heard the story of the Daughters of Zelophehad before? How might you 

take this text back home to church and your relationships? Who do you know who needs 

to urgently hear this story of Good News and faith in a merciful God? 

 Consider the following: 

o Close to one billion people are hungry, and about three billion people are not 

eating well (obese, overweight and micronutrient deficient people) (UN FAO).  

o We produce enough food to feed each person in the world (by some estimates, 

1.5 times enough), but by some estimates, 1/3 of that food never reaches the 

plate (UN FAO). 

o Researchers today suggest that (though the data is limited) less than one quarter 

of agricultural land holdings in developing countries is operated by women (UN 

FAO). 

o Researchers estimate that rural women produce half the world’s food and, in 

developing countries, between 60% to 80% of food crops (FAO). 

o In the United States, the 2012 USDA Agriculture Census reports that women 

farmers control seven percent of U.S. farmland, a two percent decrease from the 

previous 2007 mark. These female-headed farms accounted for three percent of 

sales (USDA). 

o The Food and Agriculture Organization estimates that if women had the same 

agricultural access to resources and markets as men, yield gaps would close by 

20-30%, reducing the number of undernourished people by 100-150 million (FAO). 

Some interpretations of “walking humbly with God” name it as walking “attentively” with 

God. Given the above, what are some of injustices happening today that we might pay 

more attention to as we walk humbly with God? What things do you care about, see 

and know that are missing from the above list?  

 As God showed God’s love for us through Christ, how can we truly share and show that 

love for others in our community today? What holds us back? And what compels us 

forward? 

WALK HUMBLY: TAKING IT HOME 

 Pray. Include prayers for those who are hungry in mind, body and spirit in public and 

personal prayer. Pray for justice and fair distribution of the abundance that God has 

blessed us with. Pray for those who sow the fields, who harvest the grain and who still 

struggle to feed their families.  

 Advocate. Sign up for ELCA e-Advocacy alerts that will help you take action on national 

legislative issues that protect and support and lift up the most vulnerable in our 

communities (elca.org/advocacy). 

 Connect Sunday Service with Weekday Service. Does your congregation have a pantry? 

A giving garden where you grow produce to donate or share? Do you offer or host a 

community meal? How are the Sunday community and the rest of the week community 

connected already? And how else can they become aware and connected? For 

example, can a blessing of the kitchen, or the volunteers, or produce be included during 

worship services if it’s not already? 



 Give. Give first harvests and give faithfully. Give to ELCA World Hunger (elca.org/donate) 

and other groups that work toward a just world where all are fed.  

 Connect with ELCA World Hunger. ELCA World Hunger is our church’s ministry! Check out 

elca.org/hunger for information and many free materials and resources to help raise 

awareness and support in your congregation today.  

CLOSING PRAYER 

God of abundance and grace, thank you for the opportunity to love and serve our neighbors as 

you have first loved and served us through Christ. Today, we pray for all those who are hungry in 

mind, body and spirit. We pray for just and fair distribution of the abundance you have entrusted 

to us. We pray for all who sow the fields, who harvest the crops and especially for those who 

even still struggle to feed their families. Give us the will to do justice, the heart to love kindness 

and the courage to walk humbly until all are fed. In your holy name we pray, Amen. 

 


